
 
 

Identifying Pitch 
By Amy M. Burns 

Far Hills Country Day School, Far Hills, NJ  
 
Grade Level:  
Kindergarten – Grade 2 
 
Teacher’s Technical Ability:  
Novice 
 
Objective:  
The students will identify when the pitch goes higher, lower, and stays the same. They will also 
identify when the pitch is the same or different. 
 
Materials/Equipment:  
The materials needed for this lesson are a slide whistle, the song “I Can Slide” (see “File on CD” 
below), Harmonic Vision’s Music Ace 1 (Lesson 3) or Music Ace Maestro (Lesson 4), and a 
computer hooked to a TV, SMARTboard, or LCD projector and screen.  
 
Duration:  
1-2 class periods (30 
minutes each)  
 
Prior Knowledge and 
Skills: 
The students need to feel 
comfortable singing and 
moving to music. 
 
Procedure: 

1. Introduce the song “I 
Can Slide” (see Fig. 
1 and “File on CD” 
below). 

2. Echo-sing the song. 
3. Sing the song together emphasizing the slide at the end of the song. 
4. Demonstrate how to slide and have the students slide while they sing the song. 
5. Take out your slide whistle and have the students move up and down while you play high 

and low on the slide whistle. 
6. Explain to the students that pitch (or sound) can move high, low or stay the same.  
7. Play the slide whistle again and have the students move to you playing high, playing low, 

and staying the same. 

MENC Standards: 1. Singing, alone and with 
others, a varied repertoire of music. 6. Listening to, 
analyzing, and describing music. 

TI:ME Technology Area: 4. Instructional Music 
Software 

Fig. 1: The song “I Can Slide” 



8. You can additionally reinforce this concept by having the students sing like sirens and 
have them move to musical excerpts that include pitches that move from low to high and 
vice versa. 

9. During the next class, we review the concept of high pitches, low pitches, pitches that 
stay the same, and moving from low to high and high to low. 

10. To assess how the students comprehend the concept of pitch, have the students sit around 
the TV, SMARTboard, or screen that is hooked to the computer. 

11. Launch Harmonic Vision’s Music Ace 1 (Lesson 3) or Music Ace Maestro (Lesson 4). 
12. Have the students accomplish Music Ace 1 (Lesson 3) or Music Ace Maestro (Lesson 4), 

sections 1, 2, and 3.  
a. Section 1 quizzes the students on identifying pitch as same or different.  
b. Section 2 quizzes the students on identifying if one pitch is higher, lower, or the 

same as the other pitch. 
c. Section 3 gives the students and excellent visual and audio on how the slider will 

move up to produce a higher pitch and move down to produce a lower pitch.  
d. I leave out sections 4 and 5 because it is about moving the slider to match the 

pitch. I find that my 1st and 2nd graders have a difficult time with this. 
 
Evaluation: 
This lesson can produce various levels of achievement. Therefore, I created this rubric to assist 
in evaluating the students. If I am using this lesson in a Kindergarten or 1st Grade general music 
class, I will assess them as a group. If I am using this lesson with 2nd graders in a computer lab, 
then I will assess them individually. 
 
 Section 1 Section 2 
Excellent The students can successfully identify 

when the pitches are the same or 
different without assistance from the 
teacher. 

The students can successfully identify 
when one pitch is higher, lower, or the 
same as the other pitch, with no assistance 
from the teacher.  

Good The students can successfully identify 
when the pitches are the same or 
different with little assistance from 
the teacher. 

The students can successfully identify 
when one pitch is higher, lower, or the 
same as the other pitch, with little 
assistance from the teacher.  

Fair The students can successfully identify 
when the pitches are the same or 
different with much assistance from 
the teacher. 

The students can successfully identify 
when one pitch is higher, lower, or the 
same as the other pitch, with much 
assistance from the teacher.  

Novice The students cannot identify when 
the pitches are the same or different, 
even with assistance from the teacher.  

The students cannot identify when one 
pitch is higher, lower, or the same as the 
other pitch, even with assistance from the 
teacher. 

 
Follow-up: 
This lesson can be followed-up with further movement and singing lessons about pitch. 
 
 



Items to be Purchased: 
Harmonic Vision’s Music Ace 1 or Music Ace Maestro (http://www.harmonicvision.com) is a 
fairly inexpensive program when purchased as a single copy. It becomes more expensive when it 
is purchased as a 5-pack, a 15-pack, a 30-pack, or the Network version of 5, 15, or 30. However, 
if you plan to use it in  the school’s computer lab, then the lab packs or network versions are 
definitely worth the cost. 
 
File on the CD:  

- “I_Can_Slide.pdf” 


